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Southlake Community Services acknowledges the
unprecedented events that have occurred across our
community, our country, and our world over the past few
months. Although we are facing uncertain and challenging
times, our unwavering local community spirit will certainly
bring us through to the other side.

RENT CHOICE YOUTH

Southlake Youth Service has recently been approved by the
Department of Communities and Justice (formerly Family and
Community Services) as a partnering support agency of their
Rent Choice Youth initiative. The program has been
developed as an early intervention measure to reduce youth
homelessness in NSW. The aims of Rent Choice Youth are to:
Southlake Community Services are now operating on many
platforms including phone, email, Facebook, our website and - Assist young people to find a private rental to live in
even Zoom, so feel free to reach out and get in touch with our - Meet tenancy obligations
- Subsidise rental payments for up to three years
team! We are currently offering information, referral and
advocacy, along with our essential programming and services - Increase access to education and employment.
including The Hub, Rent Choice Youth, and one-to-one
Eligible young people only pay 25% of their weekly income
disability supports. We have also adapted other programs
plus 100% of any rent assistance they receive. The
through online platforms and created new online events and
Department of Communities and Justice then pay the
opportunities, many of which are showcased throughout this
outstanding amount directly to the landlord or real
edition of our newsletter!
estate. The subsidies last for up to three years but gradually
taper off after each 12 month period. Young people are also
eligible for $2,000 of brokerage to assist with bonds,
purchasing household items, and securing resources for
education and employment.

ONLINE BIGGEST
MORNING TEA

This year, Southlake Community Services is hosting a Virtual
Biggest Morning Tea to help Cancer Council Australia raise
funds for people impacted by cancer. We will be using the
online Zoom platform to play a number of fun games and
activities including virtual trivia (with some excellent prizes to
be won!), recipe sharing and many more.
Our Biggest Morning Tea will be taking place on Thursday
May 28th, 2020 at 11am. To register your attendance, please
email Debbie at debbieb@southlakecommunityservices.org
by Tuesday May 26th and a Zoom link will be sent to you
directly via email or text message.
People impacted by cancer need our support now more than
ever. Please join us online and share a cuppa for a wonderful
cause! To donate, please visit our fundraising page:
www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/fundraisers/SouthlakeComm
unityServices
For more information, please visit the Southlake Community
Services Facebook page or contact Debbie on
debbieb@southlakecommunityservices.org

MORISSET
MULTIPURPOSE
CENTRE- 143 DORA
ST, MORISSET
4973 7000

The Eligibility Criteria for Rent Choice Youth consists of:
- 16-24 years of age
- Motivated to work and/or study
- Australian Citizenship
- Able to live independently in the private rental market
- Low income and/or studying.
We are currently taking new referrals! For more information
about Rent Choice Youth, contact Liam and Regan today:
Liam- Community Strengthening Worker- 0472737001 or
liaml@southlakecommunityservices.org
Regan- Youth Coordinator- 0437949761 or
reganw@southlakecommunityservices.org

Would you like to join our email list to
receive a digital copy of our newsletter?
Contact Liam today on 0472737001 or
liaml@southlakecommunityservices.org

Check out our website!
www.southlakecommunityservices.org
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THE HUB

We have recently adapted our Hub program to adhere to the
social distancing requirements currently in place. Each
Tuesday we have free pantry items, fresh food and frozen
goods available for the community. Instead of our regular
weekly program time, we are booking people in individually
throughout the day.

Over the last few weeks we have been very fortunate to
receive incredible support and donations from Origin Energy,
our Local Member of Parliament Greg Piper, Centennial Coal
and Bunnings Warehouse Morisset. Their generous
contributions will make a huge difference to our program for
the local community.
If you would like to book a time, contact Liam on
0472737001 or liaml@southlakecommunityservices.org

NATIONAL
VOLUNTEER WEEK

Last week marked National Volunteer Week in Australia! It is
an annual celebration to acknowledge the generous
contributions of volunteers all across Australia, and the theme
for this year's event was "Changing communities. Changing
Lives."
At Southlake Community Services we have an incredible team
of passionate volunteers who are dedicated to supporting our
local community. Although we couldn't celebrate with a
morning tea or barbecue as we originally anticipated, we were
able to have a virtual catch-up using Zoom, share a post on
our social media platforms, and we also jumped on the
#waveforvolunteers trend.

CHRISTMAS
WISHING TREE

Southlake Community Services would like to extend a huge
thank you to all of our community members who donated gifts
to our Community Christmas Wishing Tree. Through the
generosity of our community, over 40 items were distributed to
local children and families!

To all of our wonderful volunteers, we thank you for your time,
energy, expertise and tireless contributions to our organisation
and the wider Southlake community!
For more information about National Voluneer Week 2020 and
volunteering in Australia, visit the Volunteering Australia
website: www.volunteeringaustralia.org

Southlake Community Services is proudly supported by:
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HORIZONS

At the end of 2019, our Horizons Disability Support program
hosted their annual Christmas Disco with over 70 people in
attendance. Earlier this year, some of our Horizons community
members have constructed easels for their art activities,
attended the Premier's Gala Concert in Sydney, practised new
cooking ideas and techniques in the kitchen, and went fishing
on the lake at Sunshine.

Since COVID-19 restrictions were implemented, the Horizons
Disability Support program has adapted to continue
supporting our local community. Although our group
programming has been postponed, we are still providing
centre-based and home-based one-to-one supports. Last
week we even hosted our first online morning tea using Zoom,
where our community members could interact through a video
call and play some fun interactive games! For more
information on Horizons, contact Brent on 49737006 or
brentj@southlakecommunityservices.org

COMMUNITY GARDEN

In recent weeks, our community garden has enjoyed a decent
soaking of rain, replenishing many garden beds and Autumn
crops after a hot and dry Summer. We have been harvesting
spinach, herbs, tomatoes, potatoes, pumpkin and other
produce each week for The Hub, and Winter seedlings and
crops were also planted last week. A huge shout-out must go
out to our garden and maintenance volunteers who keep the
natural landscapes around Morisset Multipurpose Centre in
pristine condition!
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